
Planetary Motion 
 

http://galileoandeinstein.physics.virginia.edu/more_stuff/flashlets/kepler6.htm
 

Directions:  Working in groups (3-4 students), go to the above internet site.   Once 
you are at the site, each student should take turns trying to get the planet in orbit 
around the sun.  This will require you to manipulate the speed and angle at which the 
Earth moves towards the Sun.  Ultimately, you are trying to get the Earth to move 
around the Sun so that it takes 365 days for one complete revolution.  Be sure to 
notice what happens when the Earth does not move towards the Sun at the correct 
angle or speed.   
 

     
Additional Links: 

http://dan-ball.jp/en/javagame/planet/
http://www.arachnoid.com/gravitation/

http://burtleburtle.net/bob/physics/solar.html
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