
Name:  ______________________________ Section:  _____ 
Structure of the Atom – Research  
 
You are a historian that specializes in scientific discoveries.  
Currently, you are trying to determine how scientists have come 
to their present understanding of atoms and the structure of 
atoms.  This task will require you to perform extensive research 
for information that goes back centuries, and you only have two 
days to do it.  Luckily, during these times, access to information 
has been made very easy due to the internet.  What you do know 
at this point are the names of eight people.  They are:   

• James Chadwick 
• John Dalton 
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-• Ernest Rutherford 
• Democritus 
• Erwin Schrodinger 
• J.J. Thomson 
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• Antoine Lavoisier 
• Niels Bohr 

 
All you know about these individuals is that they may have 
provided some information about the atom.      
 
Upon completing your research, you need to share what you have 
learned with your peers.  In order to do this effectively, you 
must create an accurate timeline that illustrates the proper 
sequence of events/discoveries.   This will provide a nice summary 
of the information you gathered.  
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